
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2018 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2018 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic 

Forecast Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

BUF medium 2010 2,595,919 2,595,919 2,595,919

BUF medium 2011 2,594,882 2,594,882 2,594,882

BUF medium 2012 2,590,902 2,590,902 2,590,902

BUF medium 2013 2,577,849 2,577,849 2,577,849

BUF medium 2014 2,425,809 2,425,809 2,425,809

BUF medium 2015 2,339,906 2,339,906 2,339,906

BUF medium 2016 2,300,930 2,300,930 2,300,930

BUF medium 2017 2,326,711 2,326,711 2,326,711

BUF medium 2018e 2,490,425 2,543,533 2,462,247

BUF medium 2019 2,641,300 2,822,106 2,506,103

BUF medium 2020 2,685,619 2,877,092 2,511,929

BUF medium 2021 2,724,651 2,910,218 2,526,005

BUF medium 2022 2,759,261 2,996,509 2,529,993

BUF medium 2023 2,791,257 3,082,873 2,527,741

BUF medium 2024 2,820,087 3,100,082 2,523,276

BUF medium 2025 2,848,936 3,159,879 2,522,089

BUF medium 2026 2,877,540 3,219,108 2,520,781

BUF medium 2027 2,906,372 3,282,560 2,516,921

BUF medium 2028 2,935,543 3,350,100 2,511,506

BUF medium 2029 2,966,998 3,434,924 2,505,249

BUF medium 2030 2,999,629 3,510,084 2,498,932

BUF medium 2031 3,033,132 3,581,126 2,493,063

BUF medium 2032 3,067,190 3,650,238 2,489,491

BUF medium 2033 3,100,590 3,721,847 2,486,417

BUF medium 2034 3,134,309 3,792,201 2,478,417

BUF medium 2035 3,167,483 3,858,130 2,465,410

BUF medium 2036 3,201,019 3,918,738 2,451,543

BUF medium 2037 3,234,507 3,983,174 2,438,895

BUF medium 2038 3,268,584 4,051,955 2,428,518

BUF medium 2039 3,302,164 4,121,348 2,419,615

BUF medium 2040 3,335,337 4,190,715 2,410,713

BUF medium 2041 3,367,639 4,249,996 2,401,719

BUF medium 2042 3,400,062 4,303,536 2,391,781

BUF medium 2043 3,432,628 4,357,507 2,380,707

BUF medium 2044 3,465,584 4,408,904 2,368,750

BUF medium 2045 3,498,360 4,456,200 2,354,871
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

BUF medium 2010 131,020 131,020 131,020

BUF medium 2011 130,844 130,844 130,844

BUF medium 2012 124,672 124,672 124,672

BUF medium 2013 124,470 124,470 124,470

BUF medium 2014 120,184 120,184 120,184

BUF medium 2015 115,532 115,532 115,532

BUF medium 2016 102,692 102,692 102,692

BUF medium 2017 88,065 88,065 88,065

BUF medium 2018 86,255 91,879 81,583

BUF medium 2019 89,553 100,903 79,894

BUF medium 2020 90,200 102,853 78,603

BUF medium 2021 91,050 104,151 78,249

BUF medium 2022 91,627 106,374 77,688

BUF medium 2023 92,038 108,378 76,996

BUF medium 2024 92,761 108,998 76,719

BUF medium 2025 93,608 110,751 76,688

BUF medium 2026 94,453 112,371 76,754

BUF medium 2027 95,310 114,134 76,776

BUF medium 2028 96,184 115,997 76,749

BUF medium 2029 97,112 118,276 76,700

BUF medium 2030 98,072 120,424 76,459

BUF medium 2031 99,052 122,371 76,417

BUF medium 2032 100,045 124,273 76,437

BUF medium 2033 101,025 126,245 76,475

BUF medium 2034 102,015 128,181 76,384

BUF medium 2035 102,997 129,963 76,165

BUF medium 2036 103,988 131,671 75,941

BUF medium 2037 104,982 133,483 75,746

BUF medium 2038 105,993 135,406 75,616

BUF medium 2039 106,994 137,340 75,515

BUF medium 2040 107,989 139,205 75,456

BUF medium 2041 108,965 140,907 75,366

BUF medium 2042 109,945 142,468 75,247

BUF medium 2043 110,931 144,043 75,105

BUF medium 2044 111,928 145,562 74,942

BUF medium 2045 112,922 146,904 74,776
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